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expert rather than an engaging aesthete, by the deliberate neglect of so
important an item in aesthetics as mere " Beauty ": the book will seem,
even within the field purposely restricted by the author, narrow and even
crotchety. But it appears to me that no person with the habit of aesthetic
introspection can deny that Mr Berenson has at last applied to artistic
phenomena the only method which can lead us to differentiate and study
them as an important branch of psychic life. Similarly, I imagine that
no student of contemporary mental science can fail to be deeply impressed
by the coincidence between Mr Berenson's analogies and hypotheses and
the trend of physiological psychology. As regards myself, although I
cannot accept Mr Berenson's views as a sufficient explanation of the
pleasure derived from painting, I am desirous to place his little book
in the hands of psychologists, because it seems to show in the most con-
vincing and also the most suggestive manner that aesthetics ought to
become one of the most important fields for psychological observation,
analysis and speculation. How significant the empirical study of aes-
thetics can be Mr Berenson has already shown with an acumen and a
philosophical imagination which promise great achievements therein on
his own part.

VEHNON LBE.

Thinking, Feding, Doing. By E. W. SCRIP-TUBE, Ph.D., Director of the
Psychological Laboratory, Yale University. Meadville: Flood &
Vincent, 1895. Pp. xii., 304

From the author of the research Ueber den associativen Verlauf der
Vorstellungen, and from an unwearied advocate of the "New Psychology,"
we had a right to expect a text-book of no inconsiderable freshness and
originality. There is but little doubt of the presence of both of these
qualities in overflowing measure in the work under review: but a
freshness amounting to coolness in the unacknowledged appropriation of
diagrams and text, together with an originality most in evidence in a
condescending jocularity of a nursery-book type, is hardly fitted to
commend the volume to any well-wisher of the science of Psychology.
The work bears the imprint of the Chautauqua Century Press, and is
written, the author informs us in the preface, " expressly for the people."
After acquainting himself with the character of the book the reviewer
feels constrained to "say that its ready acceptance by those to whom
it is dedicated would indicate that "the people stand more in need of the
services of a missionary than of a psychologist.

I t is this very effort to write a popular treatise which is the bane
of the book. The effort is seen in the comparatively large amount of text
and cuts devoted to the reaction-times of athletic exercises—at present of
small psychological value,—in the disproportionate amount of space given
to colour-blindness, in the remarkable 'practical' suggestions (as in the
colour-top device for matching dress patterns), and even in appeals to popular
prejudice. Apropos of colour-blindness the author remarks : " Are we to
suppose that the many Englishmen are colour-blind who can see in the
Irisn flag only a symbol of anarchy?" (p. 176). This, as the politicians
would say, seems to be an attempt to catch the Irish vote. As is to
be expected of a popular work, the book is profusely illustrated : there are
294 illustrations for 295 pages of text. To five of the cuts the author
gives prima facie evidence of ownership—for his electrotype likeness
appears therein—but to some of the rest his title is not so clear.

Whether a given diagram or cut may be regarded as having passed into
the common stock or not is a matter of literary casuistry. It is also to be
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said that in an elementary text-book one is not called upon to ac-
knowledge the source of each cut separately. But Dr Scripture has
drawn from many sources beside the common stock. He has fitted out
his book with diagrams and cuts from treatises, investigations, works and
catalogues, and nowhere—not even in the preface—does one find any
acknowledgment of his broad indebtedness.

A graver fault confronts us in the text. Dr Scripture has quoted
copiously from Creighton and Titchener's translation of Wundt's Menschen-
und Thiersede ; but has neglected to pay to the translators the tribute
of quotation marks. Twelve pages of the thirteen making up Chapter
XVII. are taken from this translation without other acknowledgment of
the source than the general statement that "Wundt is to be followed for
the rest of the chapter" ! And this is by no means the only case of
"borrowing."

As regards the plan of structure of the book, one finds that it amounts
to a series of chapters connected chiefly by the binding. Chapter III . is
on Reaction-time; Chapter VI. on Power and Will; Chapter XVI. on
Feeling; Chapter XVIII. on Memory. The book can be read beginning
with the last chapter as easily as with the first. This amorphous
structure is, however, probably deliberate with the author; for he
informs his readers that the "New Psychology confines itself strictly
to fact." This statement is to be reconciled with the fact that the latest
authoritative work on experimental psychology—Kiilpe's "Outlines"—
abounds in theory and hypothesis.

Thinking and Doing take up twenty of the twenty-two chapters
comprised in the book. Feelings come off with twelve pages, and
Emotions with thirteen—twelve of these from the unacknowledged source
mentioned above.

Dr Scripture is especially severe upon what he calls the "arm-chair"
psychologist. "For several thousand years," he writes, "psychologists
have been waiting and watching : it has never occurred to them to labour
also. Sitting at home in the arm-chair is very pleasant; but it is not the
way to do business, and consequently psychology has been going back-
ward." It is a pity that the misguided English philosophers, from Locke,
Hume, and Berkeley, down to the Mills, had not been checked in their
retroactive efforts by the olfactometer and the hypnotic button ; and it is
to be regretted that Dr Thomas Brown, who sometimes clung to his
arm-chair through the entire night in writing his lectures, had not been
kindly advised that it was " not the way to do business."

It is to be sincerely deplored that a psychologist of Dr Scripture's
ability has chosen to sacrifice his work to an attempt to come down to the
popular level,—an attempt, in the reviewer's opinion, which has resulted in
excavations beneath the popular level. The book itself bears evidence
enough of the author's knowledge of experimental psychology and of his
fertility of resource in experimental methods. But despite this, it is to be
hoped that custom may never stale the variety of this particular form
of the " New Psychology," and that it may ever remain unique.

FBANK ANGELL.

The Child and Childhood in Folk-thought. (The child in primitive culture.)
By A. F. CHAMBERLAIN, M.A., Ph.D. New York: Macmillan & Co.,
1896. Pp. x., 464.

This work is a sort of lexicon of' paidology.' I t is a careful and laborious
compilation of all that refers to the child and childhood in popular thought.
There are thirty-three chapters, dealing with children's food, souls, flowers,
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